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English 11
	Compare and Contrast Essay

Based on Family Interview


Paragraph 1: Introduction
· Give some context for the essay.
· Refer to the play and the author.
· What theme are we building upon?  (relations between generations)  

· USE A QUOTE FROM THE PLAY—the Stage Manager has several good lines you could use.
· Preview the organization of your essay.  

· Include a thesis sentence.  The thesis is usually the last sentence in your introduction.

Sample thesis sentence, which also previews the organization of the essay:

When compared across the categories of food supply, technology, and entertainment, my life is easier—and more solitary—than my mother’s life.

Paragraphs 2, 3, 4: Body
· Choose 3 categories you can use to compare yourself and your family member

· One possibility would be to use paragraph 2 to compare households; use paragraph 3 to compare entertainment; and use paragraph 4 to compare money/wealth.

· Each paragraph should include a topic sentence that ties back to the thesis.

Paragraph 5: Conclusion

· For the most part, I am (similar to/not similar to) my (grandfather / older relative).

· TAKE A POSITION!  For instance, claim that times have changed a lot since your (grandfather) grew up; or claim that times haven’t changed much since your (grandfather) grew up.

Note:

For this personal essay, you may use 1st person pronouns.  

· I feel that the issues I face in my life are very similar to the issues faced by my mother.

However, do not use 2nd person pronouns.

You never want your mother to fuss at you for coming home after curfew.

